
Cape Gazette NEWS  TUESDAY, DECEMBER 3 - THURSDAY, DECEMBER 5, 2013    3   

*See store for details.

39th Annual SALE

IN PROGRESS

Like us on 
Facebook

227.6410

OUR WAY OF SAYING

THANK YOU
FOR YOUR PAST PATRONAGE 

ENJOY SAVINGS OF 

10 - 50% Storewide*

Open Everyday 9 - 5 • Sunday Noon - 4

20747 Coastal Hwy. 
Rehoboth Beach, DE 

19971

25th AnniversAry sAle
Storewide through December.

At our Downtown Lewes location.
(Special Gift w/purchase.)

We are hard at work at
27 South Walnut St. 

in Milford, bringing this 
glorious historic building 
back to its roots for our 

second location, 
opening in early 2014.

 Home Furnishings    Fine Art

J LTD AT Home OSEPHINE EIR K
ORIENTAL, TRIBAL & CONTEMPORARY RUGS

Mon. - Sat. 10-5 • Sun. 12:30 - 3:30 (or by appointment)
102 Savannah Rd., Lewes

302-645-9047        www.jkltd.com

 

• Preventative Maintenance 
• Oil Changes • Electrical 

• Brakes • Heating & Cooling 
• Tires • Exhaust 

• Computer Diagnostics 
• Emissions Testing & Repairs

302-645-8478
33711 Wescoats Road, #2, Lewes

Over 26 Years Experience

Foreign & Domestic Car Repair

MOLLY MACMILLAN PHOTOS

CLOTHING OUR KIDS founder Mary Rio is shown with some of the extra clothing she keeps on hand to help students 
and school nurses in need of school clothes in Sussex County.

Fundraising to clothe our kids
Organization supplying school-age children with appropriate school clothes
By Molly MacMillan
mollymac@capegazette.com

After Clothing Our Kids 
founder Mary Rio learned, when 
her husband became an elemen-
tary school principal, how many 
young students don’t have suf-
ficient clothing for school, she 
decided this was unacceptable.

Rio, a Millsboro resident, set 
to work immediately - first col-
lecting hand-me-down clothing 
from her grandchildren and 
neighbors, then shopping the 
clearance racks for extra clothing 
in case of emergencies - stocking 
clothes in the extra bedrooms in 
her home and distributing the 
items to schools county-wide.

By 2012, she founded Clothing 
Our Kids, a nonprofit organiza-
tion that provides extra clothing 
for school nurses in case of ac-
cidents and school-appropriate 
attire for counselor-referred kids 
who have been going without.

Since January 2012, Rio has 
supplied students in 19 schools 

Continued on page 4

Like facebook.com/BeachPaper for local event updates.
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GIVING THANKS FOR OUR 7th SUCCESSFUL YEAR
COME CELEBRATE WITH US!

Another year has flown by, and it’s time to say thank you to those who made it possible.  Thanks to God, who has blessed me with 
a wonderful family and friends who continue to support me as I grow along with my agency.  To my amazing, fully licensed team 
of Sherri Schaaf, Candace Morgan, Amy Kobre and Denise Taraboletti who continue to learn and grow daily and do their very best 
to serve our clients with care and professionalism-THANK YOU!  You know I couldn’t do it without you.  A wonderful network of 
business professionals, chambers, mortgage brokers, Realtors, attorneys and accountants who entrust their clients to us every day, 
and continue to provide referrals that sustain our growth.  They are too numerous to mention but you know who you are!  There 
aren’t enough “thank you” cards or wishes that could come close to expressing my gratitude. Finally, to our clients, a HUGE “THANK 
YOU” as you continue to trust State Farm and my office.  Thank you for believing in our products, service and how much you are like 
family to us.  THANK YOU for continuing to provide exceptional referrals and “not keeping us a secret” as we like to say! 

You are invited to our
ANNUAL CUSTOMER APPRECIATION: 

SATURDAY, December 7th from 9 AM-Noon
Brunch • New calendars • Giveaways • SANTA

Bring your cameras, iPADS, and Phones for pictures!!! 
Join us at our office at 16583 Coastal Hwy., Lewes • 644-3276

If you are a client, want to be a client, want to meet the team or just get a picture with Santa
 –– Our team would love to meet you!

PLEASE BRING NON-PERISHABLE FOOD for the FOOD BANK!
                   Hunger knows no season

LEWES MERCHANTILE ANTIQUE GALLERY
invites you to a Book Signing

Saturday, Dec. 7, 2013
from 11:00 - 1:00

Author Neil Shister, 
design director Rob Waters and 

Molly MacMillan will be on hand 
to sign books and answer questions.

The Gallery is located at
109 Second Street 

and will have books available 
throughout the holiday season. 

Hours: 10 - 5 Monday - Saturday • 12- 5 on Sunday

302-329-9064
eteti@cruiseholidays.com

Specialists in
 • SELECTING
 • PLANNING
 • MARKETING
 • ADMINISTERING

Cruises for groups

LAST CHANCE!
10 Days March 8, 2014 from Baltimore

Royal Caribbean Grandeur of the Seas
Cayman Islands/Cozumel/Jamaica/Labadie

Includes: Bus to Baltimore/taxes/insurance/gratuities
Limited availability. Call immediately for current pricing.

www.eteti.cruiseholidays.com

CRUISE HOLIDAYSCRUISE HOLIDAYS

across Sussex County with more 
than 10,000 items of clothing  
through Clothing Our Kids, with 
the demand only continuing to 
grow.

“It is unbelievable; this school 
year it has grown 10 times,” she 
said. “It is growing in leaps and 
bounds, and it is just so wonder-
ful when you can give a child 
new clothes when they’ve never 
had that before. Their eyes just 
light up like Christmas morning.”

Rio believes supplying 
students with clean, school-ap-
propriate clothing that fits will 
not only promote regular school 
attendance, but will also affect 
self-esteem and a young stu-
dent’s ability to learn.

Long Neck Elementary School 
nurse Tami Beam said the orga-
nization has become a go-to for 
her at work. Before Clothing Our 
Kids, she often spent weekends 
scavenging sale racks just to have 
backup clothing for her office at 
school.

“From my perspective, it 
makes my job so much easier to 
know that I have someone who 
is reliable with what I need,” she 
said. “She’s very particular to 
make sure the kids have things 
they will feel comfortable in, that 
they will like and enjoy.”

With the temperatures drop-
ping, Rio said there is always 
more work to be done. She has 
been the beneficiary of several 
coat drives and is still collecting, 
but said right now she mostly 
needs boys’ gloves and wrapped 
Christmas gifts - $20 or less - by 
Saturday, Dec. 7, for a Christmas 
Joy drive she sponsored through 
Clothing Our Kids.

The day before Thanksgiving, 
Rio said she gave out 49 coats to 
help kids have a warmer holi-
day as the temperatures took a 
nosedive.

“I feel so blessed to have her 
in the community to get what 
the kids need, especially with the 
holidays coming up,” Beam said.

The nonprofit now operates 

with the help of grant money Rio 
has earned from organizations 
such as Sussex County Council 
and the Carl M. Freeman Foun-
dation, donations and the help of 
more than 50 volunteers.

The COK founder has also 
had luck reaching out to busi-
nesses in the Cape Region to 
host fundraisers. In fact, Rio has 
a Clothing Our Kids fundraiser 
scheduled at Bethany Blues in 
Lewes Tuesday, Dec, 10, when 
customers can pick up a coupon 
to donate 10 percent of their 
check total to the organization.

As an ongoing fundraiser, the 
mention of Clothing Our Kids at 
Jersey Mike’s Sub Shop on Route 
1 the first Wednesday of each 
month will funnel a percentage 
of the check total to Rio’s orga-
nization as well.

At the first fundraiser, Jersey 
Mike’s General Manager John 
Asche said the store was happy 
to help a worthy cause.

“At Jersey Mike’s, we’re all 
about giving back to the com-
munity,” Asche said. “We’ve had 
a lot of mentions already and it’s 
looking like a pretty good day 
with the fundraiser.”

According the the COK web-
site, the money raised that day, 
$125, will provide more than one 
full set of school-appropriate 
clothes for students in need.

For Rio, working to clothe 
kids in Sussex County has been 
an unexpected, but fulfilling 
endeavor.

On the COK website, she 
writes: “We cannot fix all of their 
problems; however our goal is to 
assist these children to receive 
an equal start in their education 
and assist them to become suc-
cessful students and successful 
adults.”

For more information about 
Clothing Our Kids, call 302-
864-5437 (KIDS) or go to www.
clothingourkids.com.

Clothes
Continued from page 3

Employees at Jersey Mike’s subs in Midway, including (l-r) Jackie Deckel-
man, John Asche and Destiny Woodward show the sales receipts from their 
fundraiser for Clothing Our Kids on the first Wednesday of each month.

Clothing Our Kids volunteers shop 
sales and stock an inventory of 
clothes to provide students and 
nurses in case of accidents or emer-
gency.


